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PINE SNAKE

PINE'APPLE, a delicious, fragrant trop-
ical fruit common in all markets.   The pine-
apple is a native of South America and the
West Indies and was introduced into Europe
by the early Spanish explorers.   It takes its
name from piny a, the name of the edible nut
of the Spanish pine, which it closely resem-
bles in shape.   Ordinarily the fruit is about
the size of a cocoanut, but large specimens
may weigh from sixteen to twenty pounds.
The plant is a biennial   It has long pointed
leaves,   whose
edges   are  in
most species fur-
nished with
sharp   spines.
The  leaves   are
thick and juicy.
From the center
of the cluster a
stem rises two or
three   feet   and
bears on its up-
per end a flower
cluster,   in   the
form of a con-
ical spike.  Each
flower is placed
in the axil of a
bract, except
those  near  the
top, which develop into a cluster of small
leaves, "which crowns the ripened fruit.   The
fruit is the thickened fleshy flower stalk, and
in this respect, as well as in its odor and
flavor, the pineapple somewhat resembles tbe
strawberry.   The plant requires a warm cli-
mate and abundant moisture.   The fruit con-
tains no sugar, but absorbs sugar from the
stump in ripening, therefore the flavor of the
fruit is greatly improved if it is allowed
to ripen before picking.   Its hard covering
enables the pineapple to withstand more
rough usage than any other tropical fruit.  It
will keep for a long time, and can be obtained
throughout the year.   These qualities, com-
bined with its delicate flavor, make the pine-
apple a popular fruit,

Most of the pineapples cultivated in the
United States are grown in Florida, where
both soil and climate are especially favorable
to their production. A few are also grown in
Georgia, Texas and Southern California.
The finest varieties are grown in Florida un-
der sheds built of lath nailed to frames two
or tkree inches apart, to protect tbe plants
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from intense heat and frosts. Mont of the
canned pineapple consumed in this country
comes from Hawaii. Large quantities are
also imported from Cuba, Porto Rico and the
Philippine Islands. European markets are
supplied from Northern Africa, the West
Indies, the Azores and the Canary Islands.
Australia's supply comes from Queensland.
In the Philippines a beautiful fabric called
pina muslin is woven of a fiber obtained from
the leaves.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., the county seat of
Jefferson County, forty miles southeast of
Little Bock, on the Arkansas River and on
the Cotton Belt and the Saint Louis, Iron
Mountain & Southern and other railroads.
It is in a fertile cotton-growing and timber
region, lias a large trade in cotton and lum-
ber and contains railroad shops, cotton com-
presses, cottonseed-oil mills, iron works, large
hardwood flooring plants and furniture and
other factories. It is the seat of a state nor-
mal college for colored students, and the state
fair is held here annually. The city lias a
normal school for colored students, a Fed-
eral building, a large hotel and a fine bank
building, a courthouse, several fraternal so-
ciety buildings, and the Merrill Institute.
Population, 1920, 19,280; in 1930, 20,760, a
gain of 7.6 per cent.

PINERO, pin ayro, SIR ARTHUR WING
, (1855-1934), a dramatist, born in London, of
Jewish ancestry. He studied law, but aban-
doned it for the stage. His successful farces,
produced early in his career, include The
Money Spinner, The Magistrate, The School-
mistress, The Amazons and The Cabinet
Minister. After writing The Weaker Sex,
Sweet Lavendar and other sentimental com-
edy, Pinero turned to serious drama and
produced, among his best plays, Tlie Second
Mrs. Tanqueray, Im, Mid~Channel, The Ben-
efit of the Doubt, His House in Order, and
A Cold June. Pinero was a clever craftsman,
,and his plays abound in witty dialogue,

PINES, ISLE QJS1, a small island south of
Cuba. See ISLE os1 PIKES,

PINE SNAKE, a large robust serpent of
the southern part of the United States. It
is sometimes called the Butt Snake, and often
exceeds six feet in length. It is usually found
in* the pine lands, gives forth a strong*, dis-
agreeable odor, and feeds on eggs, birds, and
small mammals. It is harmless, but when
disturbed it makes a loud hissing or bellow*
ing noise. Tkree or font similar species and